Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). Data collection: COLLECT (Nonius, 1998); cell refinement: SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) (Schurz & Schleid, 2009; Schurz, 2011) . Ce 2 NCl 3 belongs to the short series of orthorhombic A-type structures formed for M = La-Pr (Uhrlandt & Meyer, 1995; Schurz & Schleid, 2009 
Light yellow, transparent, needle-shaped crystals of Ce 2 NCl 3 were obtained as the main product after a mixture of 0.06 g Ce, 0.13 g CeCl 3 , and 0.01 g NaN 3 , along with 0.30 g NaCl added as a flux, was heated at 850 °C for 7 days in a sealed, evacuated fused-silica vessel. 
Special details
Geometry. 
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